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Feb. 10: White House spokesperson Marlin Fitzwater told reporters that results of an investigation
by the US Embassy in Port-au-Prince indicated "no evidence" of mistreatment of repatriated
Haitian refugees. Refugee advocates requested reinstatement by the Supreme Court of an injunction
prohibiting the government from repatriating Haitian refugees. The court lifted the injunction
on Jan. 31. The New York-based Lawyers Committee on Human Rights formally urged the US
Attorney General to halt deportations until the most recent reports of abuse suffered by repatriates
could be fully investigated. Feb. 11: The US Supreme Court confirmed its earlier decision to permit
deportation of Haitian refugees, despite complaints that the State Department withheld reports
on the persecution of some repatriates. The Court ordered the US Justice Department to respond
to lawyers representing refugees on the State Department's withholding of evidence by Feb. 14.
The Agence France-Presse quoted an unidentified State Department official as saying that State
instructed the US Embassy in Port-au-Prince to step up investigations into repatriates' claims of
mistreatment. The embassy was ordered to "devote all available personnel and other resources"
to monitoring repatriates after deportation. Feb. 12: A US Coast Guard cutter returned 255 more
Haitian refugees to Port-au-Prince, bringing the total number repatriated since Feb. 3 to 2,106.
For the first time, two US immigration officials were present when the deportees arrived. In Portau-Prince, civilians armed with machineguns shot at Deputy Jean Mandenave, a member of the
National Front for Change and Democracy (NFCD), which supported deposed president Jean
Bertrand Aristide in the 1990 elections. Mandenave was not injured. In Petitionville, unidentified
assailants threw rocks and shot at the residence of Rene Theodore, National Reconstruction
Movement (MRN) leader, and candidate for prime minister. Theodore was not injured. In an
interview published by the Washington Post, Aristide said he believes that some members of the
US government have "given up the fight" to restore constitutional democracy in Haiti. Aristide
also criticized deportation of Haitian refugees by the US as "discriminatory," and denounced the
easing of the trade embargo. Theodore said the Haitian Congress had commenced debate on his
appointment as prime minister. The Paris-based Haiti Collective of France issued a statement
urging the French government to pressure the UN Security Council to take over mediation efforts
from the Organization of American States (OAS). Collective member Jean Pierre Alaux said France
should also become more involved in providing asylum to Haitian refugees. In response to popular
pressure, the French government halted deportation of Haitian refugees in December. Nathaniel
Shepherd, reporter for the Chicago Tribune, and Al Thomlinson of the British Broadcasting
Company, said that on the evening of Feb. 11 they were detained and threatened with death by a
police officer in a rural area of northeastern Haiti. The two journalists were later released by soldiers
from a nearby garrison. Accompanied by Haitians, Shepherd and Thomlinson had discovered
that a local private security commander ("section chief") and his personal army had burned 121
homes belonging to supporters of deposed president Aristide. The section chief ordered the arrest
of the journalists, and said he would personally kill them if they reported on the destruction of
the residences. Feb. 13: The Miami Herald reported that Haitian businesspersons and military
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officers have been able to circumvent effects of the trade embargo imposed by the OAS through
reliance on contraband. The article concluded that the embargo has made Aristide's opposition
wealthier and reduced the potential for his return to power. Armed forces commander Lt.Gen.
Raoul Cedras offered protection to Theodore in response to the Feb. 12 attack on his residence.
The Haitian Senate voted unanimously in support of continued negotiations under the auspices
of the OAS. The European Parliament issued an emergency resolution calling on the US to grant
Haitian refugees the right of "first asylum" until a legal and democratic government is restored
in Haiti. The resolution also requested member- nations to prevent oil from reaching Haiti in
violation of the trade embargo, and to provide direct humanitarian aid to the Haitian people through
non-governmental organizations. Jamaican Foreign Affairs Minister David Coore criticized the
US government's decision to relax enforcement of the trade embargo against Haiti. He asserted
that the move was "calculated to ensure that this illegal regime remains in power." Feb. 14: In a
communique, the US Justice Department said there is no evidence that deported Haitian refugees
have suffered any reprisals from the government or military authorities. The statement called
on the US Supreme Court to reject all attempts to block the repatriation policy. US Rep. John
Conyers (D-MI), together with representatives of Americas Watch and Amnesty International,
called on Washington to grant Haitians refugees "Temporary Refugee Status" until relative calm
has returned to Haiti. In Port-au-Prince, Catholic priest Yvon Massac was arrested by police in
Port-au-Prince, and reportedly charged with trafficking in heroin and cement. According to NFCD
members, soldiers surrounded a Port- au-Prince church where they were meeting, and pointed guns
at participants. Feb. 16: The New York Times reported that the UN High Commission on Refugees
(UNHCR) has identified 35 Haitian refugees who have fled their country for the second time. The
35 were victimized by police or military repression following deportation by US authorities. Feb.
17: Citing Navy and Coast Guard estimates, the Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel reported that the
US government has spent at least US$24 million on the interception, housing and repatriation of
nearly 16,000 Haitian refugees following the Sept. 30 coup. Daniel Stein, executive director of the
Federation for American Immigration Reform, said, "We'd be better off standing around Portau-Prince and paying them each US$1,500 not to get into the boat." The federation wants to limit
immigration, and has criticized the Guantanamo Bay refugee shelter as an unnecessary expense.
Feb. 18: The Inter-American Human Rights Commission requested that the US government
suspend deportation of Haitian refugees "for humanitarian reasons," as long as the conditions
of insecurity and constant violation of human rights continue in that country. The commission
is a branch of the OAS. The Haitian legislature agreed to resume negotiations on Feb. 22-23 in
Washington with the OAS and deposed president Aristide. Participants will include Aristide,
Theodore, Senate leader Dejean Belizaire, Chamber of Deputies leader Alexandre Medard, former
Chamber of Deputies president Duly Brutus, Port-au-Prince mayor and Aristide supporter Evans
Paul, OAS special mission to Haiti leader Augusto Ramirez Ocampo, and OAS Secretary General
Joao Baena Soares. Feb. 19: In Santo Domingo (Dominican Republic), Aristide said the Haitian
military is responsible for the deaths of about 2,000 civilians, and the immigration of about 20,000
others since the Sept. 30 coup. Aristide spoke during the joint parliamentary assembly of the
European Community (EC) and the African, Caribbean and Pacific States (ACP). Aristide urged
the international community to impose a "total, integral" embargo on Haiti as a means of forcing
the restoration of democracy. According to a report by Marco Tulio Bruni, issued by the UN
Human Rights Commission, the human rights situation in Haiti has rapidly deteriorated since
the coup. He said most of the repression by the security forces or civilians employed by them
is directed at preventing and quashing popular protest. The report indicated that an estimated
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300,000 Port- au-Prince residents have fled to the country's rural areas. A communique by Amnesty
International's office in Washington expressed "consternation" about the US policy of deporting
Haitian refugees, and accused the US government of "denying the reality" faced by deported
refugees. The communique also protested Washington's refusal to allow an Amnesty International
delegation to meet with refugees currently being held at the Guantanamo naval base in Cuba.
Feb. 20: According to official US sources, immigration officials do not know what to do with 230
HIV-positive Haitian refugees who have grounds for seeking political asylum. Under US law,
HIV-positive persons are denied entry. The government has the power to grant waivers. The 230
are among 4,000 at the Guantanamo shelter categorized as eligible to apply for asylum. The US
House Judiciary Committee voted 21 to 12 in favor suspending for at least six months deportation of
Haitian refugees who arrived after Feb. 5. The bill will go to the House floor. At a press conference,
Dominican Republic President Joaquin Balaguer announced that he will serve as mediator for
a negotiated solution to the Haitian political crisis. Balaguer said he conducted an extensive
interview with Aristide during the recent EC-ACP assembly in Santo Domingo, and plans to meet
with officials in Port-au-Prince. Feb. 21: In a communique, Haiti's provisional government said
there are no plans to participate in the OAS-sponsored negotiations in Washington. In addition,
the communique indicated that Aristide's return to power and a proposed OAS peacekeeping
mission are unacceptable. The military continues to demand an end to the OAS trade embargo
as a precondition for a political settlement. The US Coast Guard repatriated an additional 511
refugees, bringing the total to 5,468 since the Feb. 3 Supreme Court decision. Feb. 22: An oil tanker
of unknown origin docked in Port- au-Prince. Feb. 23: Aristide and Haitian congressional leaders
signed an agreement calling for the creation of a new provisional government to be led by Theodore.
Under the accord, the congress recognizes the "need" for Aristide's return to power, and promises
to help the provisional government establish conditions permitting his return. Next, Aristide
agreed to recognize all measures adopted by the legislature since the coup. Aristide's recognition
of congressional actions means he dropped a previous demand for the removal of coup leader
Lt.Gen. Cedras as armed forces commander. The agreement also contains a general amnesty for all
participants in the September coup, and a pledge by all political parties to avoid inciting violence.
Ramirez Ocampo called the measure an "historical agreement, unprecedented, to permit the
reestablishment of constitutional order and democracy in Haiti." He said that as soon as the Haitian
Congress ratifies the agreement and Theodore takes control of the government, the OAS will lift the
trade embargo. The Washington Post reported that on Feb. 21, Haitian soldiers attempted to prevent
Theodore's departure for the US to attend the meetings. Diplomats from the US, Canada and the
OAS intervened to get him on the plane at the Port-au-Prince airport. Feb. 24: The US Supreme
Court again rejected, in a vote of 8 to 1, an emergency petition by lawyers for the refugees to stop
deportation. Diplomatic sources reported that Aristide and Theodore were unable to resolve crucial
differences on implementing the Feb. 23 agreement. The main problem is reportedly Aristide's
demand that a date be set for his return to Haiti. US assistant secretary of state for inter-American
affairs Bernard Aronson told reporters that the US government completely supports the Feb. 23
agreement, and believes the Haitian army is "obligated" to accept it. Approximately 300 protesters
gathered outside the congressional building in Port-au-Prince to protest the agreement which would
return Aristide to power. (Sources: Washington Post, Miami Herald, 02/13/92; Fort Lauderdale SunSentinel, 02/17/92; Inter Press Service, 02/06/92, 02/10/92, 02/12-14/92, 02/19/92, 02/20/92; Notimex,
02/13/92, 02/17- 20/92, 02/24/92; Spanish news agency EFE, 02/12-14/92, 02/16- 21/92, 02/24/92;
Associated Press, 02/13/92, 02/17/92, 02/21/92, 02/22/92, 02/24/92; Agence France-Presse, 02/12- 14/92,
02/16/92, 02/19-24/92)
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